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Counter-Narcotics 

Since the adoption of the Afghan National Drug Control 

Strategy in May 2003, the Afghan Government, supported 

by the international community, is in the lead to combat the 

drug trade. Opium is not only a criminal problem; it funds 

the insurgency, drains the legal economy and promotes 

corruption. It constitutes a significant threat to Afghan 

governance, stability and regional security. For this reason, 

dealing with illicit drug production cannot be confined to 

poppy eradication but requires the action of the Afghan 

Government and the whole international community in the 

fields of security, rule of law, governance, and alternative 

livelihoods. 

There is a clear link between a lack of security and the 

narcotics trade. While eradication operations are not an 

ISAF task, ISAF provides support to the overall counter-

narcotics effort in Afghanistan; most obviously through 

security. ISAF’s support also includes information-sharing 

with the relevant Afghan authorities, the conduct of efficient 

public information campaigns, and, when requested, the 

provision of logistic and in-extremis support to the Afghan 

National Counter-Narcotics Forces.

ISAF has also become more proactive, conducting joint 

planning with organizations such as the Poppy Eradication 

Force and Interagency Operational Coordination Centre to 

ensure coordinated efforts that optimize the synergy 

between counter-narcotics and security missions. 

Although the overall picture remains of real concern, there 

are some signs of progress. In the North, the number of 

opium-free provinces doubled, from six in 2006 to 13 in 

2007. Opium poppy cultivation there decreased by 72% 

last year and eradication totalled 2,871 ha.22 In the West, 

cultivation in Ghowr Province recorded the biggest 

decrease (68%) in Afghanistan in 2007.23 The Afghan 

Government’s Good Performers’ Initiative, which is in its 

first year, and the Counter-narcotics Trust Fund already 

prove to be effective incentives. 

This shows that counter-narcotics efforts can succeed. 

ISAF will continue to examine ways to do more to maximize 

military support for counter-narcotics operations within the 

current mandate.

NATO-Russia Council counter-
narcotics training project

In December 2005, the Foreign Ministers of the NATO-

Russia Council launched the pilot project for counter-

narcotics training of Afghan and central Asian Personnel. 

Its purpose is to contribute to other international efforts 

aimed at fostering security in and around Afghanistan by 

helping address the threats posed by the trafficking in 

narcotics. To date, over 330 officers have been trained at 

the training centres in Russia and Turkey, as well as 

through courses conducted by mobile training teams in 

the region.  In June 2007, the project was extended for 

an additional two years beyond the pilot phase, which 

runs till the end of this year.

Encouraging dialogue with poppy farmers. 


